DR. E., aged 69, fell on September 22, 1922, sustaining an intracapsular fracture of the left femur. Next day, under an ancesthetic, the hip was abducted, rotated inwards and fixed in plaster of Paris from the toes to the pelvis, with a wing of plaster up the right side of the chest to prevent the left hip adducting. The plaster remained on until November 18. After this, massage movements and re-education were commenced in bed, and the patient began to walk on the limb at the end of three months from the date of the fracture.
X-rays taken April 4, 1923, show sound bony union with slight coxa vara deformity. There is good range of movement in the hip joint; the walk is almost natural and the patient is able to walk considerable distances and get up and down stairs without difficulty.
Further X-rays were shown of a second patient, a woman aged 43, who sustained an intracapsular fracture on April 9, 1922: she was treated on exactly similar lines, and she walks with a slight limp with very good functional use, except for a considerable coxa vara deformity, which limits abduction of the hip.
Case of Osteitis Deformans.
By PAUL BERNARD ROTH, F.R.C.S. MRS. S. H., aged 61, was sent to me on April 27, 1922, by Mr. Ellwood. Patient informed me that the right leg had been bending outwards below the knee for fifteen years or more, but that during the last two to three years the bend had become much worse. "The bone seemed to bend under her." There was a large amount of pain attached to it. Though she was more or less relieved by rest, quite often, even when in bed, the pain would come on very badly and keep her awake; it was a dull, aching pain, much worse in windy weather. She was now scarcely able to walk about her home because of the pain, and hardly ever went out. The pain, bend, and weakness were all increasing.
During the last year the left leg had begun to go in the same way; the condition had begun acutely, " as if she was going to have an abscess in the [May 1, 1923. at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
